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Wings Over Wagga 2006:
Standing by for reports from those who went. 

Saw lots of Chapter 20 members there, but not all 
in one place and not all at the same time. Saw some 
once, then never again, but I know they were there 
all weekend. For the 40th anniversary of the Corby 
Starlet we had 12.5 aircraft there – 11 flew in, 
which is THE biggest gathering of Starlets ever in 
one place we think. Colin Gamble towed the 
recently refurbished SAAA static Starlet there, 
and Barrie Bishton (co-builder of the original) 
brought the fuselage of his reproduction of VH-
CBS, complete with prototype Jabiru 1100 twin. 
Norm.

Project Updates:

Phil Matheson – KR2S: 
Just a short note on my KR2, I have the main fuse 
painted, and have started fitting all the bits back 
together, I just finished making hot boxes for the 
carb and cabin heat. I have the instruments sitting 
in place and started to wire and connect them up. 
The tail feathers are fitted and controls in place.
I have a few weeks off in November and looking 
into making a big push to running the engine. The 
assembled photo shows KR2 before painting. 
All the best.

Paul Holaj – Corby Starlet 
Hi all - Over the last couple of months I have been 
slowly working on the Corby. I have been working 
on the wings the last couple of weeks. I am getting 
to the stage of glueing the ribs into place. 
Here are a few photos:
Cheers, Paul. 
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Scales and syringes for epoxy - 
Warren Canning reporting:

When I built my first aircraft using epoxy glue, 
the system I used had a 1:1 mixing ratio, which 
meant that a small variation in the resin to 
hardener mixing volume or weight wasn’t 
exceptionally critical. However, the epoxy I am 
using for the Whisky IV, West Systems, has a 
mixing ratio of between 5:1 and 3:1 depending on 
which hardener you are using, therefore, the 
weighing is far more critical. 

For largish mixes this is not such a problem as the 
West System’s pump packs deliver a fairly 
accurate 5:1 mix for the fast hardener, however, 
for smaller mixes where you may only need 1.5 – 2 
grams of hardener this is a different story. The 
scales I used 25 years ago were SOEHNLE diet 
scales with 1g graduations, not accurate enough 
for these small amounts of West Systems. I know 
several members are using beam balance scales, 
however, I was keen to find something a bit 
simpler if possible; whilst still giving “enough” 
accuracy. 

I eventually found a very nice set of “d.line”
pocket digital scales at my favourite kitchen 
goods shop at Queen Victoria Market. They cost 
$43.50, pictured against my old mechanical scales 
and with their box so you know what to look for:

These scales are graduated in 0.1g; are extremely 
accurate and, equally importantly, extremely 
consistent. They turn themselves off if not used 
for 30 seconds, and have a very useful “Zero” 
function which allows you to zero after adding you 
mixing cup, zero again after adding the resin etc; 
which saves doing all the mental arithmetic. I 
calibrated mine against known weights and they 
are spot on, also, I used a 5g weight and added it 
to 20g, 50g, 100g, 150g and 200g, and every time I 
added the 5g to the original weight, whether using 
the zero function or not, I got exactly the right 

additional read out, so they do not lose their 
accuracy as the weight increases. I was initially a 
little concerned about only having 0.1g resolution, 
however, it is pretty unlikely that I will be mixing 
less than 10g pots of glue, and this would mean 
that for the resin 0.1g resolution would be about 
1.5% and for the hardener 5%, every bit as 
accurate as the West Systems pump packs and 
well within the West Systems published tolerance. 
In fact, in these small quantities, there is probably 
more error in the inability to get a perfect 
resin/hardener mix due to surface films sticking 
to the cup and/or stick and not fully mixing than 
what the scales will introduce. 

The next problem was how to add these small 
amounts of resin and hardener in a controlled 
manner. In the past I had used glass syringes, 
however, being 20 years since I last built an 
aircraft these had long disappeared from my 
workshop. I tried modern plastic syringes, but 
found that whilst the materials appeared to be 
impervious to the resin, the hardener definitely 
attacked the rubber plunger. So where to get 
glass syringes these days? I tried the usual 
chemist shop to no avail, and the local Vet; again 
without luck. So it was time to enlist Google, which 
quickly turned up a supply at Carole Baimbridge 
Animal Nutrition – ph 97461007. I use the 30 ml 
($12.70) and 5 ml ($7.95) syringes for resin and 
hardener respectively, and then use these to 
dispense into the mixing cup on the digital scales.  

The other beauty about glass syringes, apart from 
the absolutely amazing quality of the finish and 
tolerance of the plunger, is you can wash them out 
with acetone if you want to change resin and/or 
hardener or are going to store them for a while.  

Warren.
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Member News:

John Paul Travel Diary - No. 35: 
Photos from my last trip to Darwin. Went to the 
aviation museum - Darwin was bombed by Japan 64 
times in the 1940's so there is a lot of good WW2 
info. B52 takes pride of place in the middle with 
Sabre, Mirage, Tiger Moth, Spitfire etc around 
and under it. Well worth a look. The B58 baron 
jacked up outside is just one of those things I only 
ever see in Darwin! 
All the best 
JP

Aub Coote responds to Bruce’s request for ideas 
into his Yak 18’s engine coughing: 

“I would bet dollars to doughnuts the problem was 
carby ice. Personally, I had a similar experience in 
an Airtourer in the 60’s – a 30c day, not a cloud in 
sight and tracking the western lane Altona strobes 
to Moorabbin. I almost opted to land on the still in 
existence Fishermans Bend strip (Westgate 
Bridge not yet completed) but FULL carby heat 
permitted us to maintain height so we opted for 
Moorabbin. Any thought to zero carb heat would, 
after a short time, result in loss of power. About 
halfway to Moorabbin the problem suddenly 
ceased and we completed the flight without 
further worries. We had obviously vacated the 
problem parcel of air. 

Thus, would remind Bruce – he was over The 
Channel (moister air) and in a parcel of moister air 
conducive to carb ice, so carb ice almost certainly 
was his problem. Would also point out to all that 
when you see a Cumulus cloud alone, or separated
from the rest, the air mass at that point is very 
different from the rest of the air around.” 
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SAAA News – Norm reporting: 

Thursday 12th Oct SAAA President Gary Spicer
and Treasurer Brian Hunter hosted a Chapter 
meet and greet at SAAA HQ in Clifton Hill. Allan 
Barton and myself attended, representing Chapter 
20. The forum was open to any relevant topic and 
several were discussed: 

What is SAAA? Essentially, builders and flyers of 
Experimental aircraft. 

Who knows of the Flight Safety Assistance 
Program? A couple did not (they claimed) despite 
receiving their Airsport magazine regularly. They 
obviously don’t read it. A re-cap: 
Pt 1 – Builder assistance and encouragement by 
way of chapters and T.C.’s. 
Pt 2 – Flight test guide and flight advisors - up and 
running now. 
Pt 3 – Aircraft Maintenance (developing now) – info 
is now on SAAA website and work is progressing 
with CASA on a Maintenance Certificate for non-
builders.
Pt 4 – Pilot Proficiency Program to replace 
Aeroplane Flight Reviews (developing now) 

“Chapter Technical Reference Officer”
Each chapter should nominate one member to be a 
point of contact for members who can’t locate 
information they need – regulatory info and the 
like, as well as SAAA info. I suppose I’m the 
closest link to one we have, but if anyone wants 
the job for Chapter 20, it’s yours. As with every 
other request I’ve made, please form an orderly
queue when volunteering. 

CASA Regulations: 
CASA’s Chief Banana wants to move CASA regs to 
“safety-based outcomes”, rather than prescriptive 
legislation. Rumours (or better) are that they will 
shift from US FAA style regs to the European 
EASA style which are simpler and easier to read 
and comply with. 

SAAA National Council Members wanted:
Don’t like how things are going? Easy fixed! Get on 
the board and pitch in. Just 4 meetings per year, 
held in various states. Chapters can send a rep to 

sit in on some parts of their meetings. National 
Councillors can also get to sit in on the Standards 
Consultative Committee – a panel of aviation groups 
who discuss proposals for recommendations to 
government. 

SAAA Headquarters: Several hours where spent 
looking at HQ’s business sytems and processes 
with the aim to improve them if and where 
required. Many urgently require bringing into the 
21st century. Anyone with particular skills who 
thinks they can help should speak up. Babita, Dawn 
and Eleanor are the only ones there – usually not at 
the same time – and they look after a huge amount 
behind the scenes. We thank them! 

Benefits of SAAA membership: 
BP Fuel Card: SAAA is the only organization in 

Australia that has an Avgas discount. Please use it 
when you can. We’ve sucked down 500,000 litres 
of fuel in two years.

QBE Aviation Insurance: Many examples of 
valuable and worthwhile discounts have come to 
light. SAAA’s Flight Safety Assistance Program 
made this possible. 

Airsport Magazine: Send your stories in. 
Chapters, for comradeship and help: 

Amusingly (to me) one P.O.B. said “chapters aren’t 
working, and SAAA should go back to State 
Divisions”. Aint gunna happen folks. His chapter 
might not be working – too bad. “Next!” 

National Convention Committee: 
The current bunch have done their stint, it’s time 
for some new faces. It’s your convention/fly-in 
and doesn’t just happen by itself. Nothing is fixed 
in stone as far as location goes.

“Leisure Flight Australia” – WHO is this?? 
Despite many beliefs, it is not SAAA. It is a 
number of like minded aviation organizations who 
simply want to progress self-administration of GA, 
for GA, by GA.  CASA is receptive to this idea – in 
many respects, they’d prefer to get out of it. 
Currently there are only three “self administering” 
bodies, Gliders, Ultralighters… ‘scuse me… 
“Recreational flyers” and the Parrot Shooters. 

Continued next page… 
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SAAA News continued…. 

The SAAA vs RAAus “war”
A common source of frustration to both parties, 
often perpetuated by inaccurate reporting of 
events and meetings by those who weren’t even 
there. Some common threads: 

”SAAA wants to take over RAAus.” Nope! We 
don’t have the need, the desire, let alone the 
ability! It’s ridiculous. RAAus does a great job 
looking after its members needs. It aint broke, so 
don’t fix it. 

”RAAus wants to increase its weight limits but 
SAAA is blocking it.”   Government law (CASA 
Regs) must change for this to occur. For laws to 
change, other relevant bodies are consulted. 
SAAA has concurred in principle to an RAAus 
increase to 750kg for now, and for any further – 
“let’s talk about it then” as SAAA members and 
pilots have vast experience building and operating 
heavy and fast aircraft. RAAus cannot (off its own 
back) increase its weight limit and likewise, SAAA 
cannot (off its own back) prevent it. 

“SAAA wants a Recreational Pilots Licence 
brought in to recapture membership.” Again, 
government laws must change first. CASA itself
wants a “parallel path” to flying non-complex 
aircraft so that pilots have a choice available to 
them – join RAAus, or obtain a suitable and simpler 
CASA licence than a PPL. 

“There’s nothing in SAAA for me!” 
An amusing exchange occurred: 
Are you building an aeroplane? Nope. 
Do you fly an aeroplane? Nope. 
Do you have a licence? Nope. 
Do you fly? Yep – a gyro. 
Do you use Avgas? Nope. 
Do you want insurance? Nope. 
Okay… what have you contributed to your 
organization then? Nuthin. 
Why then are you here? Coz my mates are here. 

-------------------- 
Man! Do you want us to wipe your nose for you 
too??? SAAA can’t be all things to all members. 
What you put in, you get back tenfold! If you put 
nothing in, you’ll still get ten times that back; 
ie - nuthin, just lots more of it. 

And so the meeting concluded and we adjourned 
for tea and biscuits. 

Met a fella John Paul knows who is building a Flying 
Flea. Think he’s a genuine Frenchman too – nice 
fella. Showed me his photo log of his work so far – 
looked great. Well, anything made of wood has 
gotta be don’t it? Tin????? Sardines come in tins. 

Caught up with another fella who is building a 
Sonex, and has recently sold his ultralight. 
Interestingly, he wanted to know if I knew any 
good test pilots as he has already decided that he 
wants to hand over the first few hours to someone 
with a bit of experience behind them, then maybe 
get a thorough briefing on it’s handling and speeds 
etc before trying it himself. This guy has put his 
eagerness to fly it himself on the back-burner, 
hoping to eliminate any possibility of him bending 
the thing. A wise man for sure. 

Enter Chapter 20’s Ken Wickland who will be 
speaking to Stuart in due course. Together, I’m 
sure they’ll work out a good plan of attack which 
will result in success. Ken will also be following up 
on SAAA’s call-up for more Flight Advisors to join 
the ranks, as he has the necessaries for the job – 
oodles of hours, built and flown his own craft, 
willingness to share his vast knowledge and 
experience with others. Anyone getting close to 
test flying time would be well advised to talk to 
Ken. This doesn’t mean he’ll fly your plane, but 
what harm can a chat be eh? If you’ve built your 
own quarter scale 747 though, he might want to 
have a go. 

Other Chapter 20 news: 

Col Griffin, logged as U/S in the last news, has 
just been “re-stumped” – a shiny new bionic knee 
joint fitted. Just in time too, as Doreen, the GLF 
(good lady wife) was contemplating trading him in – 
on two 35 year olds! Much physio to be done 
before Col is kicking goals again, but knowing his 
zest for aviating, he’ll be back in the saddle of his 
RV6, EMG real soon. 
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GP4 builders at Oshkosh – Adrian McClelland

I made it to Oshkosh after about 15 years... It is a 
bit of a trip from Australia. 

Monday: Bob Ringer from Canada and his son, Jeff 
met me at O’Hare, and after waiting for 4 hours, 
Wayne Tomkins from CH20 arrived and we all 
headed for Fon-Du-Lac. 

Tuesday: We picked up Ray Call at Fon-Du-Lac 
airport and headed for Oshkosh. Looking around at 
all the things to see, we came across Jim Simmons 
and his Skybolt. Jim had an unfortunate incident 
with his GP4 last year ay Oshkosh and made a very 
embarrassing arrival, got too slow trying to fit in 
with traffic, and pancaked onto the runway, 
driving the undercarriage up through the wings, 
and generally making a mess of a very nice 
aeroplane. 
Jim and his Skybolt, with Bob Ringer and camera. 

Wednesday: Jerry Peck had organized a 2.00pm 
meeting at the homebuilder’s center. 10 builders 
attended, which we all agreed was a good number. 

The only GP4 at Oshkosh this was Lynn Sheets’. 
Lynn has some innovative changes to his aircraft, 
such as “wet wing” leading edge full span fuel 
tanks. This means he was able to do away with the 
fuselage tank. He can also remove the canopy 
completely, which makes loading of the baggage 
area a lot easier. 

Lynn’s GP4. Lynn giving up GP4 building secrets. 
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GP4 builders at Oshkosh – con’t… 

The arrival of the Lancaster - which I really 
wanted to see: If I may digress from GP4 stuff 
for a moment, my father did about 40 missions 
over Germany in these things as a mid-upper 
gunner in WW2. So I had to include a couple of 
photos. It’s my father’s 83rd birthday today - the 
day I originally wrote this article, 18th Aug. 

I did get to go through the Lancaster, and stick 
me head into where my father spent many 
terrifying hours in 1943/45. He did 2 and a bit 
tours over Germany in Lancs and Halifax’s, so he’s 
obviously used up all the McClelland luck and that’s 
why I can’t win tattslotto! 4 Merlins and single 
pilot. Think that would be enough without being 
shot at as well. 

So there you have it. That was the GP4 
department of Oshkosh. It was great meeting the 
guys, and good to catch up with Bob Ringer, who 
has become a close friend since his visit to 
Australia. You do meet fantastic people, building 
this aircraft. 

I will say, for you Chapter 20 people, even though 
Oshkosh is big, and is something to see, I probably 
wouldn’t go again. It seems to me that there is a 
big concentration in warbirds (flying wise) and not 
a lot on homebuilts. I would like to do Sun ‘n’ Fun in 
Florida if I get some funds together to do another 
trip.

The highlight of Oshkosh would have been the 
arrival overhead of 2 F22 Raptors on the 
Thursday afternoon. These things were 
spectacular, and it’s amazing what a computer and 
an unstable lump of metal with bags of power can 
do. They just don’t behave like a normal aeroplane, 
probably because they’re not a normal aeroplane. 
It must be an amazing ride in the cockpit of one of 
those things. 
Cheers for now 
Adrian.




