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Upcoming Aviation Event 

 
► Sat 19th May – Kyneton Airfield 

 

For the fifth year running Transaero will host 

Australia's Biggest Morning Tea to raise 
money for the Cancer Council of Victoria. Once 
again the event will be held at Kyneton 
Airfield with the generous assistance of the 
Kyneton Aero Club. 
 
Aviators are encouraged to fly-in to Kyneton 
to enjoy morning tea in the hangar. All we ask 
in return is that you make a donation to the 
Cancer Council. 
 
Non-flyers are also most welcome; the 
Airfield is on Kyneton-Metcalfe Rd just north 
of the Kyneton township. There is plenty of 
parking and it is a great opportunity to see a 
huge range of aircraft up close. The event is a 
perfect opportunity for Macedon Ranges locals 
to visit the Kyneton Airfield and enjoy morning 
tea while supporting a worthy cause. 
 
Fly-in visitors will appreciate two runways and 
plenty of parking on the grass. See the ERSA 
entry for fly-neighbourly advice, and visit the 
Aeroclub website for more information 
www.kynetonaeroclub.org 
 
This event would make a great destination for 
car and motorbike club outings, as well as 
Aero Clubs. If you have a group you would like 
to bring, please contact Kim and advise 
expected numbers so we can ensure there is 
enough food. Phone 9744 7228 or 0418 100 
028.  
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Presidential Report – John Bridges 

 
Howdy y'all. Just practicing for Oshkosh 
this year. I know a few of us are going, drop 
an email if you are. First Lady and I will be 
wearing soup bowls for belt buckles as well 
as we are going to the Calgary Stampede as 
well. Ye-har. 
 
Well, what a cracker of a BBQ it was on 
Sunday. Feeling so good about it we will 
organize one each other month from the 
builders visit I think. Thanks to those who 
came along, it was good to catch up without 
the interruptions of having to look at Alison 
V12 engines and bit of Spitfires, etc. Don't 
know if the weather will oblige for the next 
one but cars still work OK at ground level. 
We will be aiming for mid-June so only one 
more before the AGM which will be in late 
August. Send an email if you have a 
recommendation for a venue you 
particularly like too. 
 
And congratulations to ME on achieving 
first flight of yet another RV. VH-VNS 
went sky bound on 22Apr12 at 10:31 with 
Chris McGough's hand on the stick. Some 
small problems but I'll leave that to the 
first flight report the builder had best 
submit elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 
That's it for this month, enjoy flying or 
building and look forward to seeing you at 
the next Builder's Visit. 
 
Presidential ramble ends. 

Regards, 
John. 
 
 
 

Past-Presidential Report – Donald Ashton 

 
The chapter 20 BBQ was attended by over 
20 members & friends, weather was fine & 
dry, with several aircraft flying in, including 
Air Force One, the President’s new aircraft. 
Warren exercised the YAK after lunch, 
seemed to have a problem with strait & 
level flight attached are some pics from the 
BBQ. 
  
regards, 
Donald. 
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Hangar Torque 123 – April 1st 2012 

“The Light Pulse Propulsion System”... 

 
The de-identified results are in: 

1. Hi Norm, was this an April Fools 

wind up? “Lazer Jet engine” a good 

one. I’d like it to be true??? 

2. Awesome news Normie! Isn't Mike 

Metcalf the guy who used to do 

test flying for Burt Rutan? Hmmm, 

April 1st??? 

Легковерный... 
 

Chapter 20 at Kyneton in April 28th 

 

Great weather saw a good turn out today 
for the Chp 20 BBQ at Kyneton. Several 
members flew in a variety of machines, 
including the first public viewing of the 
new Presidential chariot, an RV-6A, with a 
grand total of 1.1hrsTT. I am informed 
the President’s unusual tail mascot “Fatso” 
the wombat, in true Australian tradition, 
“eats roots and leaves.” 
 
Lunch was followed by a surprise 
invitation to get turned inside out with 
Warren Canning in the Adventure Flights 
Unlimited Yak-52, who performed an 
impromptu aerobatic display for Chapter 
members . I am pleased to report that the 
great BBQ lunch was still intact on return. 
Wow, what a machine! Thanks Warren. 
 
Cheers 
Alan Saunders 
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First Flight VH-VNS Vans RV6A 

 

First flight VH-VNS, Vans RV6A a.k.a. 
Fatso. 
 
Fatso flew for the first time last Sunday 
22Apr12 at 10:31. A very uneventful flight 
with Chris McGough on board. Fatso was 
the culmination of around 1,000 hours of 
my time and the fuselage, wings and 
empennage were substantially completed 
prior to my taking over the kit. Great 
stuff I said to myself when I saw the 
partly completed kit, most of the work is 
done! So maybe not most of the work, 
there was still the canopy, cowls, engine, 
instruments, etc, etc, etc to be done. 
Anyway it is done; mostly. In keeping with 
the experimental nature there are no 
steam gauges on board, everything is 
electric or electronic right down to the 
servos to control ventilation and heating. 
The electrical computer is great from a 
reliability perspective I thought but a 
niggling problem is giving me second 
thoughts. The electrics are controlled 
through a Vertical Power VP-X unit which 
is basically an electronic circuit breaker. 
It also controls the trim servos and 
electric flaps if they were fitted. 
Unfortunately, I am experiencing a 
problem with the computer which will 
necessitate its being sent back to the 
USA for repair. The pitch trim 
configuration is being dropped from static 
memory which means I need to refresh 
the configuration before each flight. Not 
difficult, but a pain all the same. 
 
The primary flight instrument is an MGL 
Odyssey G2 providing full flight 
instrument function with moving map, 

flight director, flight planning, terrain 
awareness and a bunch of other things. It 
has been tested showing zero ASI error 
up to VNE and zero altitude error to 
10,000' then up to 10' error up to 
18,000'. Other instrumentation are an 
MGL V10 remote mount radio, Garmin 296, 
Garmin GTX327 and iPad running 
OzRunways. In all, three GPS's, three 
electronic compasses, two sets of 
accelerometers and a whiskey compass to 
keep CASA happy. 
 
Engine is an IO-320 with dual electronic 
ignition sensor pickup is direct from the 
crank so there are no gears in the 
accessory housing to drive magnetos. 
Lightspeed ignitions system have a good 
reliability history although coils are known 
to fail so I will carry a spare. The engine 
produces more than 160hp with a test 
prop installed but I have a Sensenich 
fixed pitch so won't be going over 
2600rpm anyway. I chose the Sensenich 
prop to keep the centre of gravity 
forward given the tendency for RV6's to 
have an aft CofG. It takes 81kg of 
baggage, 60kg pilot and no fuel to move 
the CofG to the aft datum. 
 
There is a video of the first flight at 
youtube.com/watch?v=pS2zNpOzQNA 
 
Thanks to those for advice and 
suggestions through the build process, I 
have a bit of a grin which should be firm 
by the time the minor problems are 
resolved. 
 
Regards, 
John Bridges 
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AD/ENG/4 Amdt 11 – Piston Engine 

Continuing Airworthiness Requirements and 
CASA Form 728 – Piston Engine Condition 

Report. 

Norm reporting... 

 

It has come to light within the SAAA 
Maintenance Procedures Course trainers 
community that quite a few members are 
not doing the AD ENG 4 and using the 
associated CASA Form 728, (or equivalents) 
as part of their maintenance regime for 
their Experimental Aircraft. So let’s look at 
the whys and why nots. 
 
First the AD – isn’t it mandatory? 
For some of us yes, for some of us, no… 
Huh????? 
Just read the first bit of the AD: 
“Applicability: Piston engines and those 
components necessary for the operation of 
the engine, installed in aeroplanes 
maintained in accordance with Civil 
Aviation Regulation CAR 42B CASA 
Maintenance Schedule.” (CASA Schedule 5 
/ CAAP42B – same animal, different 
pyjamas) 
 
So if you are not using Sch.5/CAAP42B 
then it’s not mandatory. But CAN you still 
use it? YES, but link it in to your own 
maintenance schedule by name. 
 
Form 728 – Isn’t its use mandatory too? 
Nope! 
Prove it. 
Easy – it says so in the AD. 
“Record engine and aircraft details and 
parameters achieved during the engine run 
on “Piston Engine Condition Report” (CASA 
Form 728) or an equivalent form.” 
An equivalent form would be one with all the 
same (or appropriate for your engine) data 
to record. 

What’s the catch, there must be one? 
You betcha there is! 
As we learned (or should have) when doing 
our SAAA MPC training, you are required by 
CAR41(2) to provide a system of 
maintenance for every part of your aircraft. 
Engine included. 
 
So if you are not going to use Schedule 5 / 
CAAP42B (and therefore AD/ENG/4) you 
must use something else, and this something 
else must allow for the maintenance of 
every part of the aircraft. Engine included. 
 
Wouldn’t it be easier to use AD/ENG/4 
and Form 728? 
Probably. 
 
Me? I don’t do AD/ENG/4 as my aircraft is 
not maintained to CASA Schedule 5 / CAAP 
42B. But I do have the same engine checks 
within my maintenance schedule. I’ve 
extracted the required items for private 
aircraft from the AD and have excluded all 
the Airwork and Charter junk. I record the 
required items on a page equivalent to Form 
728 within my maintenance schedule. So I 
am meeting the purpose of AD/ENG/4 and 
complying with CAR41(2). 
 
Be aware too that some parts of the AD are 
applicable each 100 hours, which may occur 
before your annual if you do a lot of flying. 
One item is the 100 hourly Cylinder Leak 
check. A lot of us don’t get anywhere near 
100 hours in a year, but some might. 
(Bug and Frog - take note! Yours is due 
about next week!) 
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The Annex to your Special Certificate of 

Airworthiness 

Norm reporting (what, AGAIN????) 

 
Another thing which has come to light is 
that some members are not reading, 
understanding and/or abiding by the 
conditions on The Annex to your 
Experimental Certificate. 
 
One item which has cropped up regards 
your chosen maintenance program, linked 
to your logbook statement regarding what 
program you will be using. 
 
Some Experimental Certificates make 
mention of what maintenance regime you 
will follow, be it “CASA Schedule 5” or 
“The XYZ Maintenance Schedule.” If it 
doesn’t mention any, that’s not a problem, 
it doesn’t have to. Various CASA Regs 
take care of it well enough! 
 
The point is – you need to ensure that 
what is in your Annex (if any) is the same 
as what is in your logbook statement, and 
that is also actually what you are using! 
 
I’m happy to provide some advice if you 
find yours doesn’t all match up. 
 

 
 

“Whatever floats your boat” 
Grant Farrow 

 

My new amphibian floats which are going 
on the new Rans S7 (as you may know, the 
Comp Air 6 crashed last June in the hands 
of a USA Test Pilot, so I went back to my 
second aircraft which I actually never 
wanted to sell…) 
 

 
 

 
 
These Zenair 1450 amphib floats are 50% 
complete after only starting the build 3 
weeks ago, they will be attached to a 
Quick Build Rans S7 kit which arrives 
from the US in May 2012. 
 
Regards 
Grant    
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“Chillin’ in the shed” - with Denis Mexted: 

 

When showing people my shed full of 
unfinished projects and ideas they often 
comment on what a good idea my oil fridge 
is so I thought I'd pass it on. The beauty 
is whenever you need a funnel or small oil 
bottle they're always clean. No dirt, no 
washing out with petrol and you can pour 
an opened tin into an engine with 
confidence. You just need an old fridge 
that still seals. 
 

  
              
I do plan to paint it the same colour as all 
my other cabinets one day but that's well 
down the to do list and yes I know it 
should be a beer fridge. 
 
Anyone else with a shed tip for the next 
news letter???? 
 
Denis. 
 

Meanwhile…. Take a look at 

SAAA WEBSITE IS BEING REVAMPED. 

 
 

FAA AC90-109 – Transition training 

 

G'Day Norm, got this from a mate in 
Canada, might be a stocking filler if nooz 
items are a bit short. 

Regards, Gleeso 

AC 90-109 - Airmen Transition to 

Experimental or Unfamiliar Airplanes 

 
http://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/a
dvisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document
.information/documentID/1018499 
 
This advisory circular (AC) provides 
information and guidance to owners and 
pilots of experimental airplanes and to 
flight instructors who teach in these 
airplanes. This information and guidance 
contains recommendations for training 
experience for pilots of experimental 
airplanes in a variety of groupings based 
on performance and handling 
characteristics. This AC does not address 
the testing of newly built experimental 
airplanes. The current edition of AC 90-
89, Amateur-Built Aircraft and Ultralight 
Flight Testing Handbook, provides 
information on such testing. However, if a 
pilot is planning on participating in a 
flight-test program in an unfamiliar 
experimental airplane, this AC should be 
used to develop the skills and knowledge 
necessary to safely accomplish the test 
program using AC 90-89. 
And here's a link to an EAA report to 
homebuilders 2012 that may interest all: 
http://www.eaa.org/homebuilders/2012Re
portToHomebuilders.pdf 
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“Bugging out” - Peter Bugg 

 
For the record: 
On March 25th at Bacchus Marsh airport, 
RV-7 VH-ILZ was transformed from 
crates of small parts into an unpainted 
flying machine driven by Peter James. The 
Slow build kit was transformed in 5 years 
and 5 months by Peter Bugg and Lesley 
(aka bug and frog).   Darren Barnfield 
issued the C of A for a 25 hour phase-1 
test period which was conducted over the 
next 10 days.  
 
Then there was an easter not deemed 
suitable for flying, followed by a break in 
weather so we flew it to Gatton Qld our 
future home, and back over an extended 
weekend.  At the end of week 5 it has 44 
hours on the clock.  This coming weekend 
we hope to fly it to Eyre Peninsula, 
weather permitting. 
 
Not yet painted, wheel and gear leg 
fairings still in production but we are 
having some fun in the meantime.  John 
Bridges did a fabulous job filming the 
first flight, captured in you-tube as RV7 
VH-ILZ.  Best first flight vid ever 
uploaded, just drop the following into your 
wotchama-callit 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jjn1aE
vwSmo&sns=em 
 
Much fun to fly.  Can you believe even 
more exciting that the Cessna 172 we 
used to hire?  Yep, and about 60 knots 
quicker. More fun than waiting to see if 
you can even BOOK the 172? Yep. And you 
never have to worry about over loading 
it..... Frog took a bloody suitcase in the 

boot to Queensland, try doing that in a 
Lance with 6 bums on seats. 
 
We love it.  Keep building if you're still 
going, it really IS worth the journey. 
 
Peter Bugg 
bugandfrog@westnet.com.au 
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April Hangar visit to Frank Deeth’s: 

 
Around 18 folks turned up to Frank’s 
place, maybe more in total, which is a 
pretty good effort. Donald “Rainmaker” 
Ashton and Kim turned up just as Darcy 
and I were leaving. 
 
Frank’s TR.9 Spitfire rudder. 

 
Frank’s other other project, a 1930’s Ariel 
motorbike. 

 
Rob Rickards sniffing Frank’s handiwork. 

 

Frank’s other other other project, the 
One Design. 

 
Darcy Newell sizes up the Allison V-12 to 
see if it will fit in the Zetor tractor: 

 
 

Propeller Balancing update: 

Brian Rebecchi advises - 
 
I should mention that I’ve checked out 
the prop balancer on a small test rig and 
calibration setup I put together, and it all 
looks to be working fine.  The balancer 
appears to be reading a little high but 
that’s of no consequence long as I know 
(and in any case one balances a prop to the 
lowest practicable in any case).   
  
Feel free to mention it around, it would be 
good to get some favourable feedback 
from satisfied customers! 
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For Sales – Royce Craven 

I have a few parts and tools left for sale. 
There is a brand new Sensenich metal prop 
for any RV with an 'A' at the end and a 
Lycoming 0-320 in the front. It is priced 
nearly $1000 below Vans price and free 
freight if you want to pick it up. There is a 
manual aileron trim kit for an RV and some 
odds and ends that may be useful. There is an 
electronic mag timer and some dehydrator 
plugs to pop in your engine if your project's 
not quite ready or you aren't flying as much 
as you would like. www.bwalk.com.au 

From Paul Holaj - The use of iPads in 

aircraft: 

 
Over the past few months, we have received 

numerous queries from the industry in relation to the 

use of  iPads etc in aircraft.  Basically CAR 233 still 

applies. 

  

Shown below is some vital information with respect to 

use of EFB and iPads in aircraft, from CASA’s Legal 

department. 

  

At this point in time; regardless of other information 

you may have heard or seen; 

  

• You must carry paper maps and charts in 

accordance with CAR233 (below) 

• Private pilots may use iPads etc for 

increasing SA in flight but it cannot be 

primary means. 

• Nor can another electronic device be a back-

up – in other words you must have paper 

backup 

• A new CAAP in June will cover this 

information for both commercial and 

private ops, and it will effectively be an 

amendment to CAO 82.  

• CAR 233 will not change 

   

Regards 

  

Mal Wardrop 

Aviation Safety Adviser – Central Region 

Civil Aviation Safety Authority 

 

CASA Schedule 8 training 

 
The Chapter proposes to deliver training 
covering in practical detail many of the items 
listed in Schedule 8 of CAR 1988 - Pilot 
Maintenance Schedule - guidance for pilots 
and Part 66 licence holders. 
 
This schedule may be reached at the following 
link – 
 
http://www.casa.gov.au/wcmswr/_assets/main
/download/caaps/airworth/42zc_1.pdf 
 
The following items will definitely be included 
- 1,2,3,4,12-17,21,22 and log book and 
maintenance release requirements. 
 
As with the Aircraft Wiring Workshops, ex 
Chapter 20 member Ed Groot will deliver the 
training. Before retiring Ed spent some 35 
years in the aircraft maintenance industry, 
constructed a number of aircraft for his own 
pleasure and has given assistance to many 
other builders. 
 
Whether the training session/s, expected to 
occupy less than half a day, proceed, is 
dependent on sufficient definite interest 
from members.  The training will be held 
in/near Bacchus Marsh in or around July. 
There will be no charge to members. 
 
To gauge interest, if you are a starter, please 
email me at 
tsdovey@hotmail.com by 14 May 2012. 
 
First come will be first served. 
 
Terry. 
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Chapter 20 Technical Counselors 

(from the official SAAA TC List) 
 

Frank Deeth (Heathmont)  
Timber & fabric aircraft 
Ph. 9720 7440 or 0408-559866  
tr.9@westnet.com.au 
 
Ken Wickland (Melb West)  
Metal & Fiberglass  
Ph. 9336 7061  
glastar@bigpond.com 
 
Norm Edmunds (Kyneton)  
Timber, Fabric, Fibreglassing, Experimental Regs. 
SAAA Maintenance Procedures Course Trainer  
Ph. 5422 6953 or 0407-098242 
idgara.aviation@bigpond.com 
 
Peter Pendergast (Ocean Grove)  
Metal Aircraft / RV series 
Ph. 5255 5092 or 0408-375163  
ppen@bigpond.net.au 
 
Dan O’Sullivan (Monegeetta)  
Metal Aircraft / RV series 
Ph. 5428 5543 or 0417-409996  
bernice.dan@bigpond.com 
 
Rodney Thynne (Melton)  
Metal things, Metal Aircraft! 
Ph. 9743 5688 or 0402-277607  
rodneythynne@yahoo.com.au 
 
Chris McGough (Doreen) 
Metal Aircraft / RV series 
Ph. 9717 4851 or 0409-882215 
vhmum@bigpond.com 

 

Tool Bank 
 
 

Hard to borrow or expensive tools you won’t use 

often (hire & postal (if applicable) charges will be 

billed by the Treasurer). 

► No. 6 and No. 8 Dimple dies - $5. 
► Flaring tool - $5. 
► Tube bender - $5. 
► Rotary Coax Stripper ($free) 
► Instrument hole cutters 2 & 3” 
 

Terry Dovey 
Ph. 5367 3548  

tsdovey@bigpond.net.au 
 

 

Propeller Balancer Equipment Officer 
 
 

Brian Rebbechi of Newstead  
Ph. 5476 2086 and 0407 894 053 
brebbechi@bigpond.com 
 

Chapter Roles 
 

Builders Visit Coordinator: Dan O’Sullivan 
bernice.dan@bigpond.com 

 

Flight Report Coordinator: Kathy Mexted 
via dmex1@bigpond.com for now 
 
Flight Advisors: 

Aub Coote – (“Mr. Anywhere/anytime”) 

Ph. 5241 1605 or 0427 138 656 

Ken Wickland 

Ph. 9336 7061 or glastar@bigpond.com 
 

Friends of Chapter 20 

 

Michael Bourke, CFI+ATO, Kyneton Aero Club. 
RA-Aus Senior Instructor (via Bendigo Flying Club) 

No RAAus aircraft available at this time. 

Ph. 0407 721 908 or bourke@netcon.net.au as well as 
the clubhouse phone 5422 6626.  
www.kynetonaeroclub.org 
 

Stan the Radio Man – Stan Krasauskas 
“Roket Werx”, Romsey 
Radio, instruments and electrics.  
Ph. 5429 5156 or 0412 059 334 
capricorndancer@iprimus.com.au  
 

Yak 52 Adventure Flights at Kyneton: 
www.adventureflightsunlimited.com.au 
 

Aircraft bolts, and more: 

www.an-bolts.com.au 
 
 

Thanks to this Month’s Contributors 

John Gleeson, Denis Mexted, Grant Farrow, John 
Bridges, Royce Craven, Peter Bugg, Brian Rebecchi, 
Alan Saunders, Donald Ashton, Terry Dovey, Paul 
Holaj. 
 

Next Month: 

We’ll see….. 
 

September and October Issues???? 

Norm & Madam G. will be at RENO in USA. 
An opening exists for a stand-in NEWZerator. 


